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The general rule is that a court cannot adjudicate a controversy on its own motion; it can do so only when the controversy is 
presented to it by a party! and only if the case is presented to it in the form of a proper pleading.” Thus, before a court may act 


there must be some appropriate application invoking the judicial power of the court with respect to the matter in question.” 


Subject matter jurisdiction is jurisdiction over the nature of the case and the type of relief sought, which among the various 
trial courts is both conferred and limited by statute.* The power to award relief is an essential component of subject-matter 
jurisdiction and may be restricted by a statute limiting the kinds of relief that can be rendered in certain kinds of cases.” The 


court thus must have jurisdiction over the nature of the case and the type of relief sought.° 


In the exercise of special statutory jurisdiction, if the mode of procedure prescribed by statute is not strictly pursued, no 
jurisdiction is conferred on the circuit court.’ Jurisdiction is conferred when a court has general power over matters of the type 


involved in the particular case, the proceeding is initiated in the particular manner required, and there is notice to the parties.® 
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